Chi Alpha presents “Is Elzinga a Sinner?”
Bible is God-breathed, which means that the whole thing is divinely inspired
Whole talk revolves around 1 Timothy 1:15 “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.”
A lot of what he claims about the divinity of Jesus seems to hinge on the first part of Paul’s statement (“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance”), because Paul is completely trustworthy and accurate. 
He talks about looking at the stars and being floored by the thought of all that space. We can’t possibly be alone in the universe. So, Jesus is an extraterrestrial visitor.
We are created to be embraced by Jesus. 
Old Testament prophecies prove Jesus is Son of God.
He brings up C.S. Lewis’s “Liar, Lunatic, or Lord” argument as proof that Jesus is “Lord”. Either ignores or is not aware of the “Legend” option.
He reasserts that Jesus is exactly who he is claimed to be.
Elzinga sees himself as a sinner. 
Guilt tripping. “It was my thoughts and sins which held Jesus to the cross.”
Notes how astoundingly popular Amazing Grace is, even among non-Christians. Implies that it’s due to a fundamental truth held in the song, rather than its oversaturation in American culture.
Focuses on the use of the word “wretch” in Amazing Grace. He says that he is a wretch, and that all people are wretches.
If we deny that we’re sinful sinners, it’s like taking a red flag and draping it over our bodies to Jesus. (Which is a bad thing.)
Elzinga made some comment along the lines of “even if you’re physically attractive, cool, and decent, you’re still a wretch and a sinner.” What does physical attractiveness have to do with being a sinner? I don’t know.
He kept mentioning that he had “thoughts that would shock the Devil.” I would have liked to hear exactly what these thoughts were, just to see what the Devil finds shocking.
More guilt. “My evil thoughts held Jesus to the cross. My bad thoughts killed Jesus.” 
If he were in the crowd of Romans at the crucifixion, he would have strung Jesus up, too.
People are defined by sin, and you can’t be your “true self” without Christianity. If you’re not a Christian, you’re just defined by sin. 
Stress on brokenness. We’re all very broken because we’re human.
Only God and Jesus have genuine love. People just can’t give or receive any genuine love.
He makes more arguments from Paul’s authority. 
Why is he a Christian? So that his sins can be taken away. 
People are awful and dirty and sinful. Jesus didn’t have to do anything for you. He debased himself for you.
Join Christianity! There’s always room for one more angel! This was his sales pitch.
He says a prayer to finish. Paul’s authority is good and true. Please convert.
Now for the Q&A section!
Questions were texted in and projected onto a screen.
He has so many ties that he can wear a different one for every lecture he gives per semester. (Question was about his favorite tie)
Jesus saves us from ourselves because we are completely inept. He also saves us from Hell, which is eternal separation from God.
If he were teaching at a Christian college like Wheaton, he would work more of the Bible into his economics lessons, and is sincerely disappointed that he can’t do that here.
God is everything and wonderful and beautiful and this is how God is relevant to economics!
Christians and Christian colleges give tons of cash to charity. This is because Christian colleges stress giving in their economics classes, unlike secular colleges.
He’s calls himself a converted Christian, but didn’t elaborate on his background.
He talked about how he needed a miracle in order to “joyously give” to charity.
What do we do about challenges to faith? The world is a fallen place. People with different beliefs can be really hostile to Christians. Hostility is because they are in denial about Jesus being God and the Biblical Truth. They really, truly want to believe, which is why they’re hostile to the people who also believe what they want to believe. You need to make sure to love those fallen non-Christians, even though they’re hostile. Elzinga tells an anecdote about how all the non-Christians in his department were really mean to him, the Christian, when he first arrived at UVa. However, when one of the mean guys in his department was going through some really tough times Elzinga, the good Christian, was the only one there for him. Do your work well, to prove that you’re competent and awesome. Make sure that you’re there for the hostile non-Christians to love them in their time of need. You don’t need to evangelize, but if you’re in the position, you get a gold star for evangelizing.
No talk about actually listening to the point of view of the non-Christians. 
God loves us even though we’re worthless.
End of Q&A. Elzinga is thanked for “Daring to open yourself up to Q&A”.
Something about the joys of being “chained to Jesus”
Elzinga thanks the people of Chi Alpha for being brave enough to be “out” Christians. He says that when he first came to UVa, the biggest group of “out” Christians had six members meeting in a basement. Apparently, there were only six Christians at UVa in the 1970s.
End the meeting with yet another prayer. This one asks the students to convert and then evangelize, ASAP. Dear God, please protect the students from “the Evil One” and all hostile non-Christians. Please help them with midterms. Amen.
