Dear Student:

My name is Felicia Hunt and I am beginning a study on the experiences of women students under the advisement of Melora Sundt, Associate Dean for Research at the University of Southern California.  You are receiving this letter as a referral for this study.  The goal of our research is to talk with women who have experienced an incident(s) of interpersonal violence.  Our hope is that by talking with women about the support they received after the incident(s), or by identifying the support they would like to have received after the incident(s), colleges and universities can learn how to improve their support for students.    

Specifically, this study will address these questions:
1. What are the experiences of female college students who survive sexual violence?  What decisions do they face; what choices do they make?

2. What impact does the institution have on these students’ decisions after the assault?

3. In addition to any institutional practices, what other factors influenced the students’ decisions to tell or not to tell someone in an official capacity (for example a campus administrator, or law enforcement officer) about the assault?
Participating in the study is completely voluntary.  Participation will involve 1 or 2 interviews either on your campus, by phone or by email.  Each interview will last about 1 hour.  You may have someone (or more than one person) in the interview or on the phone with you.  Interviews will be at a time and location of your choice, and I have attached some of my interview questions here for review.  As you can see, we will be talking more about your experiences after the incident(s) and the role your institution played in your recovery.  We will not be discussing the incident(s) itself. You will not be paid for your time; nor are these interviews intended to be therapy or professional assistance.  Instead, I would like to hear your opinions and thoughts on how your institution supported you after an incident(s) of interpersonal violence. 

All interview discussions are confidential and your name will not be used at any time during this study.  In addition, this study is not connected to your institution; therefore, services, records, or faculty or staff will not be aware of your participation in this study.  You will not be penalized for not participating or for withdrawing from the study if you so choose.  

If you are willing to talk with me, I ask that you contact me at the University of Southern California. I can be reached at fhunt@usc.edu. 
Thank you in advance for your time and support,

Felicia Hunt
